Dear People of Neighbors in Christ,

In one of my sermons during Epiphany, I mentioned that a draft for a Social Statement to be
presented to Annual Assembly of the ELCA is now available for review.

In that sermon, I also promised that I would provide you a web-link regarding this Social
Statement. I am fulfilling my promise here:

https://www.elca.org/civicsandfaith

Social statements
What are they?

Social statements are the ELCA’s primary means to address significant social issues.
They are intended to aid reflection, shape conscience and set forth the ELCA’s
teaching and policy on the major social issues and questions of contemporary life.

Social statements are developed by task forces, using an established process of study
and widespread participation across the church to guide theological and moral
deliberation.

Various social statements have been adopted on topics in civil life such as:

o Economic life

o Caring for creation

e Church in society

o Education

¢ Genetics

o Health and health care

As you review the draft of this social statement, I hope that you find guidance for your review
from the following citations from the Bible,

Romans 13:1 Let every person be subject to the governing authorities; for there is no authority
except from God, and those authorities that exist have been instituted by God.

Isaiah 40
15 Surely the nations are like a drop in a bucket;

they are regarded as dust on the scales;

he weighs the islands as though they were fine dust.
17 Before him all the nations are as nothing;

they are regarded by him as worthless

and less than nothing.

Mark 12:17 Jesus said to Mark,
“Give to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the things that are God’
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