Dear Members of Neighbors in Christ,
	This Lent, I have found a practice that I hope will prepare me for Celebrating Easter Sunday.   That practice is reading reflections by Dietrich Bonhoeffer—the German Lutheran Pastor who, among other things, was martyred in 1945 for his resistance to his government. 
Below are some of the words by Bonhoeffer that have been offered for today, the First Monday of Lent.
I am struck that Bonhoeffer’s words call on we, who trust in God, to hope in God.  
A faith that does not hope is sick. It is like a hungry child who will not eat or a tired person who will not sleep. As certainly as people believe, so certainly do they hope. And there is no shame in hoping, in hoping boundlessly. Who would even want to talk of God and also not talk of hope?  Who would want to talk of God without hoping one day to see him?
And why should we be ashamed of our hope? We will one day have to be ashamed, not of our hope, but of our miserable and anxious hopelessness that trusts nothing to God, that in false humility does not grasp where God’s promises are given, that is resigned to this life and cannot look forward to God’s eternal power and glory. The more people dare to hope, the greater they become with their hope: people grow with their hope—if it is hope only in God and his sole power. Hope abides.
Bonhoeffer, Dietrich. God Is on the Cross: Reflections on Lent and Easter (p. 12). Presbyterian Publishing Corporation. Kindle Edition.
I pray that, not only in this Season of Lent but also throughout all the days of our lives, we may trust that God will bless us.  May we always hope that God will bless us.
Pastor Leonard Hummel

